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High School 
Student 
College Essay Style 



What is the goal of a college 
essay? 
�  To persuade the admissions officer that 

you are worthy of admission 
�  To make the admission officer aware that 

you are more than a statistic, you are a 
real life person 

� The MOST important part of the admission 
process. Why? 



Tips and things to focus on 
�  ANSWER THE QUESTION: 

�  If you do not do this, nothing else matters. 



Be Original 
� This does not just apply to the topic, it also 

applies to the writing style 
� You can have an interesting topic, but a 

really boring essay 
� You can have a boring topic but an 

interesting and engaging essay 
� Be creative. Use imagery and descriptive 

words. (But don’t go overboard!) 



Be yourself 
� Focus on you. 
� Be honest, no making things up 
� Write about your feelings and what you 

learned or how you grew. 
�  If you are writing about how you were 

adopted and you focus on your parent’s 
journey to Africa to come and get you, 
the reader is not learning anything about 
you personally. 



Introductions are IMPORTANT 
�  Admission officers will spend about 1-2 

minutes on your essay. If your introduction 
is boring or unoriginal they might not even 
read the rest. 
�  Don’t summarize- then there is no point in 

reading the rest of your essay 
�  Create intrigue, hook the reader so they 

want to read the rest! 
�  If you are having trouble with this, try writing 

the introduction last, that might give you a 
new perspective and make it easier to 
come up with something great 



Example 1: 
�  Surrounded by thousands of stars, complete 

silence, and spectacular mountains, I stood 
atop New Hampshire's Presidential Range 
awestruck by nature's beauty. Immediately, I 
realized that I must dedicate my life to 
understanding the causes of the universe's 
beauty. In addition, the hike taught me 
several valuable lessons that will allow me to 
increase my understanding through scientific 
research. 



Example 2: 
�   It took me eighteen years to realize what an 

extraordinary influence my mother has been on 
my life. She’s the kind of person who has 
thoughtful discussions about which artist she would 
most want to have her portrait painted by 
(Sargent), the kind of mother who always has time 
for her four children, and the kind of community 
leader who has a seat on the board of every 
major project to assist Washington’s impoverished 
citizens. Growing up with such a strong role model, 
I developed many of her enthusiasms. I not only 
came to love the excitement of learning simply for 
the sake of knowing something new, but I also 
came to understand the idea of giving back to 
the community in exchange for a new sense of 
life, love, and spirit. 



Keep focus 
� Maintaining focus is crucial for having a 

readable essay. 
� Going off on tangents just obscures your 

goal 
� Ask yourself: Does this sentence, 

paragraph, etc help me achieve my 
goal? 



Conclusions 
� This is your last chance to convince the 

reader that you are worthy 
� Do not summarize, this is a short essay to 

begin with do waste your words.  
� Leave them with a good impression 



Writing tips 
� Large words ≠ better essay 
� Do not overuse the Thesaurus 
� Avoid slang, not everyone knows what 

you mean 
� Use transitions 
� Use personality, do not write as if you are 

in the Victorian era of British Literature 



REVISE!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 


